50                            WOLSEY

monarch, no doubt on the advice of Wolsey,
granted his request with every show of friendli-
ness, for Wolsey knew that if Charles were success-
ful he would become the most powerful ruler in
Europe. The whole continent, therefore, turned
its back upon Maximilian, and England was to
the fore of the stage once more.

Thus the gigantic see-saw continued; and
Wolsey was the power behind the throne in Eng-
land. For Henry secured him in the eyes of the
country and of the Counsel by promoting him to
the position of Lord Chancellor. At first Wolsey,
who had nothing tactically to gain from the posi-
tion> refused it; but finally he accepted it, and be-
came the chief in law as well as in foreign politics.
Let it be said to his credit that he served his times
well. But for him England would never have
risen to be a first-rate Power in Europe. In an
important crisis of her history he balanced the
King's hot and capricious temperament by a cool
head and a calculating policy; and his ability
to wait on events when it was certain that the
Counsel would have made some angry move
saved both lives and money. From Henry VII
he had learnt that the country with the gold
could afford to keep out of war, and his policy
was one of peace; but he wanted something to
show for this peace and alliance with France or
there might be trouble with the people as well as
with the Counsel, whose opinion, it will be
observed, had remained unasked by the King.